
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

 

Volume 4 – Issue 2 
 
 
 
Message from the Executive Director 
Jean-Pierre Beaulieu 
 
 
Reinvent Ourselves to Get New Outcomes 
 
 

 
Mandated to develop sport participation, Golf 
Québec is convinced, more than ever, that its role 
and contribution are pertinent in the Québec 
industry. Nonetheless, it is a very well-known fact 
that, to get new outcomes, it is crucial to reinvent 
ourselves and adopt new approaches. 
 

 
In 2016, we talked about it 
in a previous issue of your 
Élan Magazine, our main 
objective will be to solicit 
new groups of potential 
golfers such as women, 
children, and families, to 
introduce them to the game 

of golf. In our daily operations, this goal translates 
into programs that are tailored to specific target-
groups. 
 
She Swings, She Scores  
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/pages.asp?id=295 
She Swings, She Scores is a golf introduction 
program designed specifically for active girls of 12 
to 18 years old who already play in an organized 
team sport. There is no doubt that “power is in 
numbers” where girls are concerned. They are 

more comfortable in “trying golf” as 
long as they are with their 
friends and/or 
teammates. 

 
To get the whole industry to 

join in the effort, we 
are challenging 
golf clubs to golf 
along and invite 
one of their local 
women’s teams to 

visit their facilities and discover 
the FUNdamentals of our sport. This initiative has 
proved successful as new golf enthusiasts always 
stand out from the crowd. To help participating 
golf clubs promote and support the development of 
junior golf towards girls, we even offer subsidies 
for activities conducted within the She Swings, She 
Scores program. 
 
CN Future Links Field Trips 
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/pages.asp?id=3 
Another type of successful partnership that was 
tested and tried in Abitibi, in 2015, is the example 
of Golf Municipal Dallaire. They teamed up with 
their local Minor Hockey League. It was worth the 
money as 30 new juniors joined the club after 
discovering the game of golf with their teammates. 
Even if, in this example, proposed activities are not 
reaching out to girls exclusively, grants are still 
available as part of the CN Future Links Field Trips 
program. 
 
All the required tools have been created to fulfill 
our sport development mission. We are now 
challenging the whole golf industry to use them! 

 
 



 

 

Donations and Partnerships  
 
 
The Golf Junior Région St-Laurent Optimist Club and Matthew 
Salsa Foundation Make a Donation to Rosemère High School 
 

 

 
As part of our “From School to the Golf Club” 
fundraiser, we are regularly soliciting golf 
amateurs to make a donation and support our 
sport development programs. On March 23, 
concrete results of this initiative were seen as a 
complete Golf in Schools teaching kit was 
presented to Rosemère High School. 
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/pages.asp?id=229 
 

 
Through a $500 donation made by the Optimist 
Club and Matthew Salsa Foundation, a Golf in 
Schools teaching kit and corresponding learning 
resource were provided to the Rosemère 
establishment. As a result, more students will be 
introduced to the game of golf and might 
eventually join their extracurricular sports 
program. 
 
“We are very proud to contribute and support Golf 
Québec in its positive development mission 
towards our youth who truly represent the future 

of our society”, 
explained Mr. and Mrs. 
Salsa. They wanted to 
thank the Rosemère 
High School for their 
warm welcome as well 
as the Optimist Club 

and Golf Québec for their kind initiatives conducted 
in the past 3 years in the memory of their son, 
Matthew.  
 
“Go out on the course and have fun, this is what 
golf is all about. Enjoy your summer”, said the two 
parents to the group of students. “Matthew was an 
exceptional human being who was seeking 
unselfishly the well-being of others and our 
society. He always said that “one person cannot 

change the world alone, but someone still has to 
take the first step”. 
 
Golf in Schools 
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/pages.asp?id=134 
“The Golf in Schools program creates a live 
connexion between the education structure and 
golf community. It provides students with easier 
access to this great game that can be played for 
the rest of their lives, promoting active lifestyle as 
well as personal values such as integrity, honesty, 
respect, and self-esteem”, explained François Roy, 
Assistant Executive Director at Golf Québec.  
 
The Golf in Schools program conducted by Golf 
Québec is a huge success with over 505 
participating elementary schools and 68 high 
schools. Its activation can translate into golf 
professionals visiting schools, providing school 
teachers with training sessions, and supporting 
school field trips to the golf club. 
 

 
This donation was officially made in the presence 
of Michel Geoffroy, President of the Optimist Club, 
Mr. Georges and Mrs. Fatima Salsa, as well as Golf 
Québec representatives, Marcel Paul Raymond, 
President, and François Roy, Assistant Executive 
Director.  
 
  



 

 

Junior Golf Development Centres 
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/pages.asp?id=246 

 
Young Hopefuls Are Truly Supported 
 
 
 

 
Learning to play golf and having fun has never 
been this easy as the network of Junior Golf 
Development Centres (JGDC) is expanding. 
 

 
By supporting the implementation of the national 
structure, Golf Québec is providing interested 
youth with the opportunity to access 
comprehensive age appropriate golf programs and 
services, delivered at a national standard, 
providing the skills and experiences to the 
participants and their families that will keep them 
involved with golf for life. 
 
List of recognized JGDC 
Beauceville - AGFC Fred Colgan  

François Langevin 
Lorette - AGFC Fred Colgan  

Guillaume Cloutier 
Stoneham  Fred Colgan  

Patrick Rhéaume 
Chicoutimi  Jonathan Moreau  
Lévis  Pierre-Luc Darveau 
Versant  Martin Morency  
Venise  Pierre Lallier  
Du Moulin  Michel Martin  
Vallée-du-Richelieu  Marc-André Guimond  
Mirage  André Désy  
Cowansville Pierre Dugas 

Maxime Paiement 
Gray Rocks Louis Bourgeois 
 
The JGDC initiative provides a clear golf 
developmental pathway which benefits junior 
players, families, coaches as well as golf facilities. 
“Every development program promoted by Golf 
Québec is gathered under the JGDC banner. We 
can clearly identify establishments that are 
completely dedicated to developing their regional 

golf talent”, explains 
Patrice Clément, 
Sport Development 
Director at Golf 
Québec. 
 
Even if registration 
in this program is 
free, the eligibility 
criteria to be 
recognized as a 
JGDC in 2016 are 
quite rigorous. “Golf 
Québec is extremely 
proud of the great 
efforts made by 
participating coaches to obtain their certification as 
Coach of New Competitors. We hope that many 
others will follow in their footsteps, this summer, 
as a series of training sessions will be conducted 
by the PGA of Canada, in Québec”, adds Patrice 
Clément.  
 
A Significant Brand 
To be recognized as a Junior Golf Development 
Centre surely provides ammunition to participating 
establishments that chose to make our future, our 
young golfers, one of their priorities. 
 
“This initiative fully demonstrates the commitment 
of our active participants in the development of our 
sport and their ability to offer top quality services”, 
mentions Patrice Clément. 
 
Programming is endorsed by Sport Canada and 
structured to give some latitude to junior players 
when comes time to choose the type of sport 
participation that really suits their needs. It’s not 
always about performances. Our main focus is to 
promote the fun of playing golf. 



 

 

  



 

 

Future Pros' Championship  
https://quebec.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/quebec16/event/quebec16175/index.htm  

 
A Serious Opportunity for Québec Players to Shine  
 
 

 
This summer, the Québec Golf Federation will be 
adding an international event to its competitive 
schedule: the Future Pros’ Championship. 
 

 
“Up to now, our Québec golfers had very little 
opportunities to be in the limelight and showcase 
their talent as much as they would like to”, pointed 
Éric Couture, the Golf Québec Tournament Director. 
This situation is just about to change. 
 
This type of tournament has never been seen in 
Québec. It will be the very first to feature future 
pros of La Belle province. For them, men and 
women of less than 24 years old, it will be a unique 
opportunity to measure up to the best players of 
other Canadian provinces and some States. 
 

 
 
The first edition of this Championship will take 
place at the Elm Ridge Golf and Country Club from 
June 20 to 23. Éric Couture already contacted other 
golf associations, in Ontario, and they are already 
very excited to hear about this new initiative. It will 
be the only tournament of its kind in Eastern 
Canada and in the North East of the United States. 
 
“I personally competed in many professional 
tournaments. Most of them are by invitation only 
and very exclusive. Our current Golf Québec 

schedule was not designed to 
provide our golfers with 
enough points to be invited to play in these events. 
I wanted to address this issue and give them a 
chance to shine at higher levels”, explained Éric 
Couture, a former professional golfer.  
 

 
Star players, Josée Doyon and Étienne Papineau, 
could be part of the headliners in this new 
competition. 
 
Nothing compares to this event 
As always, avid fans will follow our major amateur 
events such as the Men’s Triple Crown, which is 
composed of the Alexander of Tunis, Duke of Kent, 
and Men’s Provincial Amateur Championship, as 
well as the Jocelyne Bourassa Series. Yet, 
according to the Golf Québec Tournament Director, 
nothing will compare with this new Championship.  
 
“We made sure to select dates where our golfers 
under 24 years of age are on standby with very 
little competitive opportunities. Many are back 
home for the summer vacation as they are 
appointed to a Québec collegiate team or to a 
Canadian or American university team”, added Éric 
Couture.  
 
For the first edition of the event, 180 entries are 
expected. This might sound modest to some, yet 
our objective remains: “We are only looking for the 
very best players, and our Québec golfers truly 
deserve their places in this event.” 



 

 

 
Message From Our President – Marcel Paul Raymond  

 
Third Time’s the Charm! 
 

 
 

 
When I was appointed as President of the Québec 
Golf Federation, in 2014, I clearly indicated that I 
wasn’t planning on breaking my predecessor’s 
record; Marc Tremblay had cumulated three 
consecutive presidential mandates. Since our 
members put their thrust in me at the latest Annual 
General Meeting, on April 17, I must admit that I 
am starting to enjoy myself in my duties! 
 

 
I should mention that my task is made easier and 
quite motivating by the passionate individuals that 
I meet at the Golf Québec office under the 
supervision of Jean-Pierre Beaulieu, by the 
members of our Board of Directors as well as by 
our numerous, dedicated, and competent regional 
volunteers.  
 
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/pages.asp?id=70  
 
I am also quite proud of the industry stakeholders. 
Whether they are in charge of sport development, 
general managers, golf professionals, club owners 
or superintendents, they have been working in 
synergy with one another for the past five years. 
Everyone is proactive and looking forward to 
achieving a common goal. 
 
Last December, we saw an excellent example of 
their collaboration with the presentation of the very 
first edition of the Golf Summit which was most 
successful with over 300 participants coming from 
all segments of our industry. 
 
With two complete years as President, it seems 
natural for me to pursue this amazing work that is 
raising our sport to higher levels, from grassroots 
introduction to excellence.  

 
Programs such as Golf in Schools which has over 
600 participating schools throughout the province, 
the Golfmobile that gets us off the beaten track, CN 
Future Links, First Drive, She Swings, She Scores, 
and the Junior Golf Development Centres are 
exiting initiatives that enable us to increase the 
number of golf participants. 
 

 
www.golfquebec.org/donations  

 
 
We need your support  
“To build on the momentum of the past few years, 
we need, more than ever, the financial support of 
golf amateurs to stimulate and supervise our 
youths on their development path towards 
excellence.” 
 
For instance, at the 9th edition of the Golf Québec 
Fundraiser Tournament, which was a great success 
at Club de golf Le Fontainebleau, we presented 26 
students with individual grants. As a result, 
$72,000 was distributed as part of the Golf Québec 



 

 

– Fondation de l’athlète d’excellence du Québec 
(FAEQ) Bursary Program.  
 

 
Charles-Éric Bélanger, 2015 Canadian Junior and 
Juvenile Champion, 2015 Golf Québec Junior Golfer 
of the Year 
 
Our young recipients included the 2015 sweetheart, 
Céleste Dao, who is on everyone’s lips at only 14 
years old, both on the junior and women’s tours, as 
well as Charles-Éric Bélanger, whose talent was 
celebrated as he was crowned Canadian Junior and 
Juvenile Champion. It was the first time in 39 years 
that a Québec player captured the victory of this 
major Championship. 
 
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/News_voir.asp?Code
N=1071  
 

 
Céleste Dao, 2015 Golf Québec Junior Golfer of the 
Year 
 

Other rejoicing news 
At the professional level, we 
can also be proud of Brooke 
Henderson and Maude-Aimée 
LeBlanc who are playing on 
the LPGA Tour as well as 
Sara-Maude Juneau and 
Anne-Catherine Tanguay who 
are competing on the 
Symetra Tour. These four 
girls have grown up to become young women on 
our competitive tours and developed their golfing 
skills and abilities in the Golf Québec structures. 
 
Once again, we will be spoiled as another great 
season of competitions will be presented at all 
levels in 2016, throughout the province. Let’s not 
forget that golf is finally returning to the Summer 
Olympic Games for the first time since 1904 when 
Canadian player, George S. Lyon, captured the gold 
medal. 
 
This year, Canadian spectators surely will be 
cheering for Brooke Henderson, Alena Sharp, David 
Hearn, and Graham DeLaet who will measure up to 
the best of the world in Rio de Janeiro, in August. 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
On the Course 

 
Jacques Sévigny, Golf Québec’s Volunteer of the Year 
 

 
 

 
A member of the Continental Golf Club, Jacques 
Sévigny has been a dedicated volunteer of the 
Montréal region since 2007. 
 

 

 
Jacques Sévigny 
 
A level-4 certified rules official, he is always 
available for regional tournaments and provincial 
championships in which he works as an official, but 
also as a starter, scorer, or in any other functions 
where he can help. As a matter of fact, in 2008, his 
outstanding support was instrumental to the great 
success of our Boys’ and Girls’ Provincial Junior 
Championship presented at his golf club. 
 
For the longest time, Jacques was in charge of all 
inter-sectional matches held in the Montréal 
district. He is now focusing more specifically on the 
boys’ inter-sectional events. 
 
Far from being satisfied with the very busy 
schedule of his volunteering activities on the 
course, Jacques is also in charge of the Montréal 
Regional Association’s website, of updating their 

Facebook and Twitter social networks, and of 
maintaining the regional BlueGolf tournament 
registration system. 
 
You would think that this man is really busy? Yes, 
he is! Hard work doesn’t faze him at all. And for 
those of you who would still have doubts, his 
engaging and friendly smile should convince you 
that the volunteer experience is truly worth it at 
Golf Québec. 
 
Volunteer recognition: 
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/pages.asp?id=184  
 
Welcome to Guy Bernier  
The Golf Québec team welcomes Guy Bernier who 
recently was appointed by Golf Canada as Regional 
Director for membership development in Québec. 
You surely will have the opportunity to meet with 
him this spring as he will visit your regions and 
participate in the spring meetings organized by 
your regional golf associations. 
 

 
Guy Bernier 
 



 

 

 
 
A New Board of Directors Is Voted In 
The 2016 golf season truly was launched on April 
17 as Marcel Paul Raymond was re-elected as Golf 
Québec President for a third consecutive mandate. 
Members of his Board of Directors include:  
 
From left to right - back row: Louis Aubin, Rémi 
Bouchard, Robert Bissonnette (1st VP), Martin 
Ducharme, Bernard Vaillancourt, Édouard Rivard, 
Denis Loiselle.  
 
Front row:  Marie-Pier Mailhot, Marcel Paul 
Raymond (President), Ève Gaudet (2nd VP).  
 
Absent: Lynn Bellocq (Secretary-Treasurer), Daniel 
Langevin, Marc Tremblay (ex-officio). 
 
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/pages.asp?id=15 
 
 
 
Seminars and Conferences 
A Workshop For Everyone 

 
As the 2016 golf season is upon us, the Golf 
Québec team has planned all sorts of training 
sessions to be held in the spring to cater to the 
needs of golfers of all ages and genders and to 
support volunteers who are active in club 
committees. 
 

 

Golf Clinics For Women 
Faithful to a long-lasting 
tradition, Golf Québec will 
work, this year again, with 
Debbie Savoy-Morel’s team 
from Golf Le Mirage to 
present two development 
clinics to female golfers of all 
skills levels. 
 

 
Date  Theme 
June 9   Short Game, the Last 100 Yards 
August 27  Golf Strategy Day 
 
More information on these clinics is available on 
our website and registration must be done online. 
 
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/pages.asp?id=121  
 
 
 



 

 

Tailored Conferences to 
Provide Better Guidance to 
our Juniors 
As part of the provincial 
tournaments that are offered 
to our young golfers still 
attending elementary school 

or high school, our Sport Development department 
prepared a series of conferences that will provide 
crucial information to young athletes and their 
parents when comes time to make academic 
choices aligned with their sport development path. 
 

 
 
Date Subject / Venue 
April 16  Master the Rules to Improve Your 

Game / Golf Le Mirage 
May 28  Choose the Right Academic Path – 

Golf-études / Cornwall 
June 25  Development of Children in a Sports 

Context / Glendale 
July 12  Choose the Right Path Towards 

University – SIC vs NCAA  / 
Cowansville 

 
For more information on each conference: 
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/pages.asp?id=386 
 
 

Handicap Seminars 
As the Handicap Manual was recently re-edited and 
will be valid for a 2-year period, Golf Québec will 
conduct a series of seminars to help volunteers 
appointed to their club’s Handicap Committee 
maintain their certification. 
 
Date Region / Venue 
April 30 Québec City / Cap-Rouge 
May 1 Eastern Townships / Milby 
May 3  Montréal / Métropolitain d’Anjou 
May 24  Montréal / Windmills Height 
May 27  Ottawa / Ottawa Hunt 
May 31  Mauricie / Métabéroutin 

 
Registration must be done online: 
http://www.golfquebec.org/en/pages.asp?id=352 
 
  



 

 

 
 


